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Abstract 
The article describes ocher and engraved cave paintings, widespread in Dagestan from the 
Mesolithic period until the Middle Ages, and is one of the types of monumental primitive art: 
images of people, animals, plants, inanimate objects, signs. They are found on the surface of 
rocks and large stones under the open sky, in caves and grottoes everywhere in Dagestan. In the 
Middle Ages, cave paintings, under the influence of Islam, disappear and flow into another type 
of ornamental art engraved images on stone on objects of material culture.  

The author classifies the petroglyphs of Dagestan according to their archaic nature, 
frequency of manifestation, cult significance into several types solar signs, various geometric 
symbols, plots and ornamental motifs, zoomorphic and anthropomorphic images, battle and 
hunting scenes, Christian symbolism. Provides an interpretation of the semantics of geometric 
symbols of Dagestan. 
 
Keywords: Dagestan, Cave Paintings, Petroglyphs, Symbolism, Semantics, Typology 
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Abstract 
Due to its geographical location, Armenia had to be the first to take on the attacks of the 
combined forces of nomads and mountaineers. Every time, when another charismatic leader 
appeared in the steppe, consolidating different, often hostile to each other, tribes into a single 
military nomadic community, the Armenian kings and naxarars pulled their forces to the 
Northern borders in order to give another tough rebuff to the enemy Horde at Kura. As long as 
the Armenian Kingdom existed, the country's military and political elite managed to successfully 
restrain the mountaineers and nomads, and keep the nearest tribal and state associations of 
Aluank in their sphere of influence. But after the fall of the Kingdom, the Armenians were 

the mountaineers and nomads. This was reflected in the desire of the Armenians, who were the 
first to adopt Christianity as the state religion, to convert their Northern neighbors and introduce 
them to the high Armenian Christian culture. For this purpose, groups of Armenian missionaries 
were sent to the North, one after another, under the leadership of the younger members of the 
family of the house of Enlighteners. Half a century later, immediately after the invention of the 
Armenian script by Mesrop Mashtots and the translation of the Holy Scriptures into Armenian, 
attempts were made to translate the Bible and other Church literature into local languages. New 

ho, with varying success, preached the 
teachings of Christ, pushing paganism further and further to the periphery. Being familiar with 
the local languages, the Armenian enlighteners, with the help of local neophytes, translated 
entire passages of Scripture and basic prayers into local languages.  
 
Keywords: Greater Armenia, Aluank, North Caucasian T
Policy, Christianization of Barbarian Peoples 
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Abstract 
Speaking about the geographical framework of the spread of Christianity in the kingdom of Sarir 
(medieval Avaria), we cannot point to almost a single region of any significance in the territory, 
in which material evidence of once widespread Christianity (churches, Georgian and Georgian-
Avar epigraphy, stone crosses and images of crosses on rocks, Christian cemeteries). At the 
same time, the geography of the spread of Christian temples on the territory of the Avarya river 
is the most obvious indicator of both the depth of this process and its territorial scale. 

The most important evidence of the spread of Christianity in the mountain Avaria is the 
presence of Christian monuments here. This issue requires a profound study, which would give a 
holistic view to the phenomenon. The present article as kind of a preparatory stage for such a 
study. During ethnographic trips to different Avar regions of Dagestan in 2012-2015, the author 
found several stones and fragments of crosses with Georgian inscriptions in the collections of 
local historians and in the walls of houses. So far, we can talk about the remains of more than 40 
churches in the territory of Sarir/Avaria. Their highest concentration has so far been noted on the 
Khunzakh plateau the historical center of mountainous Avaria. 
      
Keywords: Sarir, Avar Nutsaldom, Georgia, Church, Epigraphy 
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Abstract 
The article discusses changes in the ethnic compositions of the Golden Horde and Chagatai Ulus 
at the end of the 14th century, which resulted on the almost complete disappearance of the ethnic 
Mongols in the territories of these states and their replacement by the Polovtsians (Cumans), 
Turks and autochthonous ethnic groups having previously inhabited this area. As a result of a 
long military conflict between the mentioned states, the ethnic map of the entire region of the 
North Caucasus, the Volga river, the Southern Urals and Western Siberia, as well as Central 
Asia and Kazakhstan, North-Western Iran and the South Caucasus, radically changed.  
 
Keywords: Mongols, Tatars, Polovtsians (Cumans), Tokhtamysh, Golden Horde, Timurleng, 
Ethnic Processes  
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Abstract 
This article examines the role of Irregular armed forces, consisting of ad hoc and standing 

XVIII-XIX cc. Despite the formation of Regular army units in Iran, through the XIX c. the 
Irregular armed forces continued to play a significant role in the socio-political life of the Qajar 
state. 

By exploring the military system of that period, we can attain an in-depth 
understanding of some socio-political aspects of the Qajar state. The paper explores the 
relationship between the branches of the military and between competing elements within 
society, and how the Irregular armed forces reflected some characteristic features of traditional 
Iranian society.  
 
Keywords: Qajar Iran, Qajar Irregular Army, Tribal Cavalry, Provincial M
Bodyguard -
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Abstract 
In anticipation of the war with Turkey, Russia proposed Iran making a military alliance. The 
Russian-Iranian negotiations, which were held from July to December 1853, did not attain 
expected results, with the exception of the statement by Naser ed-Din Shah (1848-1896) on 

 the case of war against Turkey. Nevertheless, during the next Russian-
Iranian negotiations, discussion of two alternative versions of the agreement continued: the 
conclusion of the Russian-Iranian military alliance or declaration of neutrality by Iran. Taking 
into account the unfavorable foreign policy situation, the Russians decided not to conclude an 
agreement on a military alliance with Iran, after which, on September 29, 1854, the convention 
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Cooperation, Qajar Iran, Naser ed Din Shah Qajar, Aqa Khan Nuri, Nikolai I, Prince Dolgorukii, 
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Abstract 
The article presents t
start of the semester at the Faculty of Law of the Ottoman University ( - ). 
Krikor Zohrab was a member of the Ottoman Parliament, a well-known jurist and a renown 
Armenian writer.   

The text of his speech, as well as his lecture notes in Ottoman Turkish, were published 
as a separate volume in Istanbul in 1909.  

with a short commentary 
related to the constitutional type of governing, but even Zohrab, who believed in law and justice, 

, what, 
in fact, happened and resulted in a humanitarian tragedy.  
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Abstract  

ith his son, 

Shahnameh by Ferdowsi. There is no correspondence to this motive, which has Scythian-Saka 
origins, in the Ossetian Nart epic, but it is presented in one Ossetian ethnogenetic legend. This 
legend is cited by Ossetian writer Akhmed Tsalikov in his autobiographical novel Brother 
against Brother (1926). It has certain parallels in the Ossetian folklore and probably reflects the 
events of the ancient migration of the Alanian tribes to the Caucasus and the Northern Black Sea 
region from Asia. 
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Abstract 
An analysis of the Caucasus and Middle Eastern mythologies allows to consider of the 
possibility of revealing historical realities in them: events, characters, and ethnic environment. 
Despite the fact that, epics and legends have been preserved in the form of compilations and 
later historicisations, they may contain some hints on sociocultural realities of hoary past. This 
article is an attempt to interpret such mytho-epical creatures as Kaji and Centaurs as a reflection 
of a real ethnopolitical force the Kassites who captured Babylon and controlled trade relations 
of the Middle East and Transcaucasia. 
 
Keywords: Kaji, Kassites, Centaurs, Babylon, Nart Epic, Mythology, the Caucasus, Greek 
mythology 
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Abstract 
The Yezidi eclectic tradition has adapted numerous heterogeneous elements of the religious 
landscape of Northern Mesopotamia. This is, first of all, a serious Sufi component, which is 
quite natural for the ethno-confessional community rooted in Sufism. Besides, this is a number 

s explained, among other things, by the 
Gnostic segment in the both religious systems. Finally, these are common Islamic elements, 
preserved in the tradition despite its complete rejection of Islam and formation of a 
fundamentally new identity. The most controversial fact here is the references to the Ahl al-
Bayt qawl- -
bayt). The article presents several examples of the Yezidi lore, reflecting this phenomenon.  
 
Keywords: Yezidism, Yezidi Religious Lore (Qawl- -bayt), Muslim Elements, Ahl al-Bayt 
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Abstract 
The article focuses on some peculiarities of theoretical approaches to the study of the ethno-
religious identity of the Armenians, as well as specifics of their religious consciousness and 
behaviour. The current article is part of a wider ethno-sociological research on the ethno-
religious identity of the Armenians in their own and alien ethnic environment.  
 
Keywords: Armenians, Armenian Ethnos, Religion, Ethno-Religious Identity, Armenian 
Apostolic Church, Confessional Affiliation, Globalisation, Different Ethnic Milieu  
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Abstract 
The lexemes  and , used predominantly as toponymic formants in the South Caspian 
region, have a pretty wide semantic spectrum in the dialects of the area as simple appellatives. 
The first (with its variant 
(large and sloping with a flat surface); riverbank without v

abundance of flowers; (mineral) source in the composite  (- ); a certain 

/ , in the language of 
the descendants of Daylamites in Eastern Anatolia, migrated from the mountainous area of 

 
The article presents the entire corpus of the compound place-names formed with these 

lexemes, with an attempt of their interpretation and etymology.   
 

Keywords: Iranian Toponymy, South Caspian Toponymy, Iranian Etymology, Gilaki, 
Mazandarani, Talishi, Southern Tati, Zaza   
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Abstract 
The article presents a comparative analysis of phraseological units denoting action in Russian, 
Hindi and Armenian. 
 
Keywords: Comparative Phraseology, Russian, Hindi, Armenian 
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Abstract 
The paper focuses on some lexical parallels in the Talishi language and Armenian. 
 
Keywords: Talishi, Armenian, Lexical Parallels, Substratum 
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Abstract 
Analysis of data on purchases of natural gas by Turkey over the past 10 years reveals a recurring 
behavior (pattern) in the dynamics of gas and LNG imports in early 2016 and 2020. This 
characteristic behavior is interpreted as an element of Turkey's comprehensive preparation for 
providing military-political and military-technical assistance to Azerbaijan in unleashing the
"Four-day war" of 2016 in Nagorno-Karabakh and the Second Karabakh War in 2020. 
 
Keywords: War in Karabakh, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Nagorno-Karabakh/Artsakh, Gas 
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Abstract  
In Caucaso-Caspica, vol. 2-3 (2017 2018), we published the Russian version of Yan 

international relations Yan Xuetong aimed at the creation of a theory of international relations 
with the Chinese characteristics, got serious attention of scholars outside China. However, 
relatively little is known about the state and development of Chinese research on international 
relations: its ideological attitudes and their evolution, the analytical apparatus, prominent 
representatives, and the mutual influence between foreign policy thought and diplomatic 
practice. The present work partially closes this gap. 
 
Keywords: Chinese Foreign Policy Thought, Chinese Diplomacy, Chinese Ideology, Marxism, 
International Justice  
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Abstract 
The article considers the role of geopolitical processes in the development of political turbulence 
in the Black Sea-Caspian region and the North Caucasus. Geopolitical risks and their impact on 
the Russian North Caucasus are discussed in the contexts of comparative analysis of the policies 
of such players as the USA, Turkey, Russia, and network terrorist organizations claiming to 
have their role in the regional geopolitics.    

 
Keywords: Black Sea-Caspian Region, North Caucasus, Geopolitics, Risks, Security 
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