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Abstract 
The non-dynastic system of succession in the Circassian Sultanate determined the 
special significance of Mamluk hauseholds’ coalitions and the change of political 
generations. The long reign of Sultan al-Ashraf Qaitbay (r. 1468–1496) led to a crisis of 
transfer of power: the Mamluks of this sultan were unable to form a coalition and 
entered into a bloody internecine confrontation. The Time of Troubles (1496–1501) 
ended with the accession to the throne of al-Ashraf Q ni awh al-Ghawr  (r. 1501–1516), 
whose reign led the Mamluks to a war with the Ottomans: Egypt and Syria were 
annexed to the Ottoman Empire.  

The focus of analysis for this paper is the crisis of the non-dynastic system of 
succession. The research will propose to reflect further on the concept of factional 
struggle as an integral element of Mamluk political culture, using the theory of political 
generations, which was actively developed at the end of the 20th century. The article is 
based on the Egyptian and Syrian historical chronicles and biographical dictionaries 
written at the end of the 15th – beginning of the 16th centuries. 
 
Keywords: Mamluks, Mamluk Household, Generations, Time of Fitnah, Factional 
Struggle 
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Abstract 
Mlekh Rubenid, the Prince of Cilician Armenia, is a controversial figure in Armenian 
history. He was the first Armenian prince to cooperate closely with neighboring Muslim 
states. Despite the fact that the Christian rulers of Byzantium and the Latin states of the 
Middle East had long resorted to such methods in the fight against their opponents, that 
was temporary, and none of them directly became vassals of any Muslim ruler. As for 
Mlekh, he went into the service of Nur ad-Din and, with the help of the Muslim troops, 
tried to resolve the dynastic dispute in Cilicia. He also used the Muslim troops against 
Latin princes and knights, what particularly warried the latter, since, according to some 
information, Mlekh had been a member of the Templar Order in his youth. In this article 
we will try to understand the reliability of this fact.  

 
Keywords: Cilician Armenia, The Templar Order, Mlech, Nur ad-Din, William of Tyre 
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Abstract 
The article examines the uprisings in the Asia Minor provinces of the Ottoman Empire 
in the 16th-17th centuries, known in history as the Jalali movement, and information 
about them in the Armenian sources of that time. The uprisings were a reflection of the 
crisis of the Ottoman Empire and the beginning of its dismantling. The Jalali movement 
did not achieve its goal and was suppressed, but it provoked a number of reforms and 
changes in the Ottoman state system. 
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Abstract 
The work focuses on Armenian community of Ismail, which, along with the 
communities of Akkerman and Khotyn, is one of the oldest in the Prut-Dniester 
interfluve. The article traces the emergence of the Armenian community in Ismail, as 
well as the construction of the Armenian church here. Based on documentary material, 
an attempt is made to establish the number of Armenian churches that have ever existed 
in Ismail, the periods of their renovation and reconstruction necessary as a result of 
long-term operation or destruction and damage due to military operations in this 
territory. 

Particular attention was paid to the demographic evolution of the Armenian 
community in Ismail in order to eliminate a number of errors in historiography. 
 
Keywords: Armenians, Ismail, Places of Worship, Demographic Evolution 
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Abstract 
The article is an attempt to analyze the terms “Alan” and “Aluank”, 
identified with the tribe of the Os/Oset (Ossetians), in the Armenian written 
sources of the 18th century. It focuses on the discourse analysis of the texts 
and, particularly, on the context in which the terms “Alan” and “Aluank” are 
used, as well as whether and how they correlate with the Os tribe and the 
population of Caucasian Albania.  
  
Keywords: Alans; Ossetians, Os, Aluank, Caucasian Albania, Armenian 
Apostolic Church, Catholicos ukas I Karneci 
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Abstract 
The article is devoted to the discussion of the origin of the names of mosque in 
Eurasian and African languages, with special reference to the languages of the 
Caucasus. The main source for the names of the mosque was the Arabic language, 
either directly through Arabic-speaking preachers, or via other languages. However, 
one of the names of the mosque common in the languages of the Caucasus and in 
some other languages of Europe, Asia and Africa goes back not to the Arabic, but to 
an Aramaic source. 
 
Keywords: Mosque, Islam, Languages of the Caucasus, Arabic, Aramaic, Persian, 
Turkish  
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 , . ., . , - ,  * , 

.  –  * , .   *  < * , . 
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7 Al-Jallad (2017: 432) 
8 Shaked (2005: 160); Mottahedeh (2020: 471). 
9 Mottahedeh (2020: 471). 
10 . A a ean (1977: 311). 
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(omuzikiti),  (umusigiti), ( )  (musukiti),  (muthigiti),  
(musikiti),  (masgiidi),  (mäsgidi, mesig di), , , -

 (mäsgid).  ,  .  (Schwally 1898: 134) 
      ,  
  . 
  ,    ( . . 

 mas d , masg , masgett  ‘ ’)  ,  
       (misg d),  -

 (ms¹gd),    (mizgewt, mizgeft, mizgit),   
   (mezgat).14 

 -         
  (miskitu),      (masigit),  

  (mosigid),  (mosigid)   (masegit)  
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11 . https://www.greek-language.gr/greekLang/modern_greek/tools/lexica/search.html?lq 
= . 
12 . Al-Jallad (2017: 432). 
13 . Klein (1967: 1007); https://ahdictionary.com/word/search.html?q=mosque.  . 

   mesquite,  - . mesquita,    ; . 
Klein (ibid, p. 969).   
14 .  (2001: 674). 
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Abstract 
This article is an attempt to analyze Ibn Taymiyya’s approaches to the concepts of 
“ ul l” (Arabic:  – embodiment) and “itti d” (Arabic:  – unity, connection) 
according to his “Kitab al-Jawab”. The rejection of these concepts is common to the 
condemnation of Christianity and Islamic movements and is of key importance in the 
teachings of Ibn Taymiyya. 

 
Keywords: Islam, ul l, itti d, Innovations, Kitab al-Jawab 
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, Thomas, Mallett 2012: 824-878). ,   «  -
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   Paul's Letter To The Muslims | PDF | Mary, Mother Of Jesus | Quran 
(scribd.com). 
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Abstract 
This article focuses on the ethnic groups known as Terekeme or Karapapakh living 
in Dagestan, Azerbaijan, and Turkey. The author examines the question of what 
level their ethnic identity is and if there are local differences in the perception of 
their own identity in these countries. It also discusses how these ethnic groups fit 
into the discourse of the common “Turkic” environment, promoted in different ways 
by Turkish and Azerbaijani propaganda platforms. 
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Abstract 
This article endeavors to analyze the current discourse on social media regarding the 
Tats in Azerbaijan Republic. By exploring prevalent discussions and narratives 
circulating on digital platforms, particularly on YouTube, the study aims to offer insights 
into the key topics surrounding the Tats of Azerbaijan Republic. Through an 
examination of social media dynamics, the article seeks to contribute to a better 
understanding of how digital platforms shape and reflect public discourse on cultural 
and ethnic identities in the Azerbaijani context. 
 
Keywords: Tats, Azerbaijan, Ethnic Minorities, Linguistic Minorities, Iranian 
Languages 
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Abstract  
After gaining independence, India started to pay particular attention to the gurukuls 
(traditional Vedic schools) in the national educational system. Most of the brahmanic 
communities were eager to restore the tradition, Madhva Vaishnava Sampradaya having 
been among them. The community opened several gurukuls in Udupi, the main centre of 
the Madhvas. The article gives the general overview of the Madhvas’ gurukuls of the 
town of Udupi, pointing to some of their peculiarities.   
 
Keywords: M dhvas, Gurukula, Udupi, Dvaita-Vedanta, Vedic Education  
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Abstract 
The article presents the “Case of Lukeria Korsakova’s settlement among the 
Molokans of the Erivan Uezd, March 7, 1847 – May 21, 1848” stored in the 
National Archives of the Republic of Armenia (Fund 71, list 1, file 327). The 
circumstances in which Lukeria Korsakova found herself, were the results of both 
her personal life peripeteia and the contradictions between the Orthodox and 
Molokan approaches to the sacrament of marriage, the Molokans deny this 
sacrament in principle. However, the proper reason for initiating a lawsuit was 
Lukeria’s transition from Orthodoxy to the Molokan sectarianism, what was 
punishable by exile. The trial lasted from 1844 to 1848, and the case passed 
through several instances: the Georgian-Imeretian Provincial Board, the Erivan 
District Court, the Georgian-Imeretian Chamber of Criminal and Civil Court, the 
Morshansky Zemstvo Court of the Karelian Volost Board. The verdict was 
pronounced in the Erivan District Court.  

The authors try to reconstruct the details and specifics of the case of 
defendant Lukeria Korsakova on the basis of archival documents.   
 
Keywords: Molokans, “Spiritual Christians”, Russian Orthodox Church, Erivan, 
Armenia, Tambov Province (Russia) 
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Abstract 
This article summarizes my master’s thesis (Paksoy 2017), which presents the perceptions and dynamics 
of ethnic, national and religious identity of the group in question by analyzing their narratives about 
their journey to Turkey, experiences in Istanbul and employer-employee relationships with their 
Armenian and non-Armenian employers. Qualitative methods of social research have been applied in 
this study by means of utilizing participant observation, focus group discussions, semi-structured and 
informal interviews with Armenian immigrants. The primordial, ethno-symbolic and constructed aspects 
of identity has been addressed to understand the role of myths, symbols, ethnic election and common 
ancestry in the definition of “Armenian identity”. Findings show that a reformulation of identity has 
taken place on immigrants’ part with the influence of an active Armenian community life in Istanbul. 
Therefore, the existence of an Armenian community in Istanbul, the role of Armenian language, 
engagement in the Armenian Apostolic church and sense of kinship based on ethnic ties greatly 
contribute to the experiences of Armenian immigrant domestic workers in Istanbul despite the 
differences in socio-cultural background of the two groups. 

 
Keywords: Armenian Identity, Immigrant Domestic Workers, Ethniicity, Armenian 
Apostolic Church, Istanbul-Armenians 
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Background 
After the collapse of the Soviet Union, there was a labor migration flow to developed countries for 
pursuing higher wages. Shuttle trade was also common during those years (Ta çı 2010). Turkey 
became a common destination for many Armenians from the Republic of Armenia (RoA). Indeed, the 
fact that there was an Armenian community in Istanbul served as a factor for migrants’ choice of 
workplace. Armenian immigrants were hoping for support by their fellow Armenians which, at first, 
provided a sense of security and belonging (Ozinian 2009). Despite the closed borders and lack of 
diplomatic relations between two nations, migration from Armenia to Turkey continues up to this day. 
The majority of immigrants, mainly consisting of women workers,2 are engaged in domestic services 
that include child care, elderly care, cleaning and housekeeping. Considering the migration flow from 
Armenia to Turkey, the existence of an Armenian community in Istanbul has been a motive in 
migrants’ choice of destination – which is confirmed by the data collected during my fieldwork. Upon 
arrival, however, both communities (immigrant Armenians and local Armenians based in Istanbul) 
encountered a different Armenian “model”, to which they were unfamiliar with due to the historic 
“iron curtain” where two communities had no social interaction. This brand new encounter was mostly 
a worker-employer relationship which inevitably brought about class issues since “domestic work is a 
site in which intersections of the hierarchies of gender, race/ethnicity, and class are particularly 
evident” (Browne/Misra 2005: 176). Given the different historical and geographical backgrounds of 
both communities, it can be said that RoA Armenians have been exposed to Soviet culture while 
Istanbul Armenians have been under the influence of Ottoman rule and culture in their everyday life.3 
Even the most essential component of culture, namely the language of both communities slightly 
differs from one another since RoA Armenians speak Eastern Armenian while Armenians who are 
Turkish citizens speak Western Armenian just like most diaspora Armenians. Although this does not 
mean that there is a language barrier between them, it is a distinctive feature. Therefore, it is crucial to 
take these details into consideration while studying the topic in question. 
 
Review of previous studies and discussion 
Alin Ozinian’s (2009) and Anna Muradyan’s (2015) comprehensive researches on the case of 
Armenian immigrants drew attention that the relationship between local Armenians and immigrant 
Armenians are complicated, somehow in a negative way, based on class conflicts and socio-economic 
distinctions between two groups. Both of their findings have shown that Armenian immigrants mainly 
prefer to work for Turkish households. On the other hand, the exact number of Armenian immigrants 
who illegally work and reside in Turkey is unknown as no population census of immigrants has been 
officially made on a state level. Therefore, making a general judgment on their relations would be 
inaccurate. Still, I wanted to conduct this research with a new sampling and see if it would be valid for 
my research group as well. As a result, it is understood that not all Armenian immigrants prefer to 
work only for Turkish households. In contrast, there are women out there who attribute a meaning to 
their choice of coming to Turkey and working for their fellow Armenians in Istanbul with a sense of 
duty and a specific attachment to “Armenian identity”. That is to say, the outcomes of this research 
may challenge the common view regarding the “problematic” and “complicated” relationship between 
local Armenians and Armenian immigrants (as put by Ozinian 2009: 23) as well as the emphasis made 
on “contradictions” and “less than friendly relationships” (as put by Muradyan 2015: 40) with one 
another by revealing the significance of primordial ties and sense of kinship on some immigrants’ part.   

 
 
On Armenian identity  

                                                 
2 Approximately 95% of the Armenian workers are women according to Ozinian’s EPF report, 2009. 
3 We do not refer to a uniform formulation when speaking of “Armenian identity” since it has many 
layers and differs greatly from one another – which “could not have been otherwise with such a 
dispersed ethnic group” as Panossian notes (2006: 3).  
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Vast amount of research has already been conducted on Armenian identity within the disciplines of 
Armenology, anthropology, sociology and ethnographic studies. First of all, it would be wise to clarify 
what is meant by “Armenian identity” as a concept within the framework of this study. Indeed, its 
definition has long been a topic of debate among many Armenian communities around the world and its 
meaning varies greatly (Ayvazyan 2008; Hamparian 2012).  There is even a poem written in mid-19th 
century by Raphael Patkanian with an attempt to define what real Armenian identity is which is entitled 
“The Armenian and Armeniancy”.4 While some groups regard the language as the core of Armenian 
identity, others put religion at the center. From a socially conservative point of view, Armenian 
Apostolic Church is an indispensable part of genuine Armenian identity. In other words, church is 
essential for the preservation of traditional Armenian identity; thus, for the preservation of the language, 
culture and religion.5 Reviewing previous studies on Armenian identity which were conducted in 
Turkey, however, it is understood that the emphasis is mainly made on the fluid, socially constructed, 
contingent, multiple and interactive nature of identity (Bal 2006; Baykal 2011; Koç-Gabrielsen 2015). 
Nevertheless, research outcomes of this study point out that Armenian identity may hold rather more 
rigid, traditionalist hence primordialist qualities based on conventions and nationalist sentiments. Yet, 
the symbolic aspect of ethnicity and its dynamics are not disregarded while arguing so. Therefore, the 
definition of Armenian identity can be contextual however –within the scope of this study– it is also 
linked with the ethnic awareness of self, identification with Armenian language and Christianity; the 
Armenian Apostolic Church, to be specific.  

 
Data analysis and research findings 
I conducted 15 interviews with Armenian immigrant domestic workers in Istanbul between November-
December, 2016 and March-June, 2017. Each participant has claimed to have an expired visa as a result 
of overstay and the number of years stayed in Turkey varies between 2 and 17 years. The average age of 
participants is forty-seven; although no limits were applied during sampling.  Ideally, snowball 
sampling technique was used to gather data and reach more respondents as it is the most suitable 
method in contacting a hidden and vulnerable population (since the target group consists of 
undocumented workers who would not wish to reveal their identities).  I had the chance to have a 
second meeting with eight of the women which helped me gather more in-depth narratives from them. 
We had conversations about their experiences in Turkey, relationships with the Armenian community in 
Istanbul and their reflections on Turkish society. During the data analysis process, I categorized the 
research group into two based on those who have working experience with only Armenian households 
and those who have working experience both in Armenian and Turkish households. Although some 
narratives pointed out their preference in working for Turkish households because of better salaries and 
treatments, still they acknowledged the importance of an Armenian community in Istanbul for practical 
reasons such as the ability to read Armenian newspapers, speaking their mother language, going to 
church and preserving their traditions such as during religious holidays and wedding ceremonies. One 
participant noted that even though she has had unfavorable experiences with Armenian employers, she 
appreciated the community life in Istanbul which provided a sense of security to her.  
Interestingly, Armenian immigrants have developed a sense of duty for contributing to the community 
life in Istanbul which provides a sense of belonging for them. This also attributes a new meaning, a 
purpose for their stay in Istanbul other than working as domestic workers. Teaching Armenian to the 
children of an Armenian household they work for is an example to this. Publishing their own poems in 
Armenian newspapers of Istanbul is another example. As for the sense of duty, each immigrant that 
works only for Armenian households have emphasized the importance of “serving for my own kin”, 
“working for my own people” and “taking care of my Armenian grandma” especially those who are 
engaged in elderly care or child care labor. Here is an example from one of the interviews: “I am 
thankful to my yaya.6 Yes, I have a hard work. I have a lot of responsibilities here. But after all, I am 
working for my own kin, my own people. If I can make money and support my children, I owe this to 
                                                 
4  ,   , see the full text  

 -  (armenianhouse.org)  
5 “Church, in fact, has been the only single element which kept Armenians together” claims  
Vercihan Ziflio lu (2015: 31), an Armenian journalist based in Istanbul.  
6 Grandma 
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my own Armenian-Christian community who lives here in this country. I live in this house with her and 
I am very happy that I serve for my Armenian yaya” (Lusin, 61, Vanadzor). 

This study argues that the Armenian identity of the group in question precedes their immigrant 
identity and language is at the heart of this notion. Although my research was about immigrant workers, 
the narratives of being an immigrant and being an undocumented worker did not appear as a dominant 
theme. That is why I did not specifically focus on a labor process analysis, but rather tried to do an 
inquiry on how Armenian immigrants locate themselves within the community. Another interesting 
outcome of this research was the correlation between the existence of a local Armenian community in 
Istanbul and the self-identification of Armenian immigrants. Accordingly, the community life of local 
Armenians in Istanbul, the use of language, engagement in the Armenian Apostolic church and sense of 
kinship based on ethnic ties greatly contribute to the identity formation of Armenian immigrant 
domestic workers in Istanbul. This causality is significant as it provides a novelty to the interpretation of 
the relations between two groups no matter how different backgrounds they have.  The following 
excerpt illustrates this causality: “I feel like home in Istanbul as there are many Armenians around me. I 
do not feel as a stranger because I only interact with my own people. Thanks to the organizations made 
in Mkhitaryan Armenian High School, I have made close friendships with Bolsohay7 writers here such 
as Vart igaher, Aram Kamburyan, kna Sarıaslan. In a way, I have the same life here in Istanbul just as 
back home. I used to organize art and cultural events with writers as the director of a university library. 
Here, I attend them as a participant. For example, last week A ot Melkonyan, Rector of the History 
Department in Armenia visited Istanbul for the book launching of Armaveni Miro lu at Esayan High 
School. I always follow these events via Marmara daily news. I never miss them. This is like a little 
Armenia for me (Karine, 60, Vanadzor)”.8 

As a result, the Armenian community life in Istanbul empowers the ethnic, national and 
religious identity of Armenian immigrant domestic workers in Istanbul.  The empowerment of ethnic 
and religious identity is understood from the narratives where emphasis is made on “being a Christian”, 
“being a proud Armenian”, “serving for the community”, “preserving the language” and importance of 
“common ancestry”. The following excerpts provide an insight on the religious identity of Armenian 
immigrants in Istanbul: “In Armenia, I’d go to church sometimes but I didn’t know the prayers. In 
Soviet times, they did not teach our prayers at school. I learned my religion, my prayers in Istanbul. My 
generation was not taught religion. Here, I go to church every single Sunday and I’ve seen almost all of 
the churches in Istanbul. I visit all of them every week. If I find out about a church that I haven’t visited 
yet, I try my best to go there. For instance, last week I went to Eyüp and took the blessed water. I 
learned many things, all traditions and Armenian customs that I didn’t know about in Istanbul” (Eliza, 
56, Vanadzor). 

“For example, I feel much more Armenian here in Istanbul. I can attend church more often 
comparing to Armenia. I did not know as much as I do now about church and about our prayers. Now I 
can tell you which country has Armenian communities, churches and also about their Patriarchs etc. I 
am more informed about these issues thanks to the Marmara daily newspaper which also teaches me the 
way how religious holidays are celebrated in the Istanbul-Armenian community” (Valantin, 57, 
Gyumri). 

As for being an immigrant in Turkey, the perception of Armenian immigrants with respect to 
national identity usually drives from comparing themselves with local Armenians and appreciating that 
they have not lost their mother language unlike most Istanbul-Armenians. Here are some striking 
examples from the interviews about the role of language: “Last Sunday I went to the Ye ilköy Church 
and I was shocked to hear the priest preaching in Turkish. I could not understand it. How come, a priest 
of our Armenian Apostolic Church preaches in the language of Turks? Don’t we have our own holy 
language? Don’t we have our own faith, our own nation, our own church? We have our own language 
and why should we pray in Turkish in our church where we cross ourselves? It is unacceptable. Nobody 
should take it away from us. I understand that elderly Armenians do not speak well in their mother 
language because they were not taught that. But we should put enough efforts to conserve our values. If 
our church was strict enough about preaching in Armenian, people would have already learned their 
mother tongue by now and the language would have sounded more familiar to their ears. After all, we 
                                                 
7 Istanbul-Armenian 
8 Pseudonyms are used to protect anonymity. 
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are the first nation to have accepted Christianity as a state religion. We should be proud. It is crucial. For 
example, when we say Kristos, even the sound of the word sounds so precious and sacred in Armenian” 
(Hasmik, 35, Yerevan). 

“‘Sacrifice your soul, give away your breath but do not forget your mother tongue’ says one of 
our greatest Armenian poets. I feel deep pain when I realize that Western Armenian is an endangered 
language. Western Armenian is like music, like a prayer to me. Even though my grandchildren speak 
Eastern Armenian, I try to teach them Western Armenian through Hagop Baronyan, Taniel Varujan and 
Zabel Yesayan. Unfortunately, my grandchildren are growing up away from me but we always talk on 
the Internet and I try my best to make good use of our time together online even while I am away” 
(Karine, 60, Vanadzor). 

“So, being an Armenian, being engaged in my language, culture, literature is a way of life to 
me. The only single factor that keeps me standing outside Armenia, the things that empowers me is my 
Armenian literature and the Marmara daily newspaper. Visiting the Marmara publishing house on my 
day-off and having conversations with the editors and other Armenians there is like breathing to me, is 
like revitalizing my soul” (Eliza, 56, Vanadzor). 

The active community life in Istanbul which is realized to a great extent with the activities of 
the Armenian printing press contribute to the national sentiments of Armenian immigrants working in 
Istanbul. Theoretically speaking, the experiences of Armenian immigrant workers in Istanbul are being 
reconstructed with social interaction and they still have primordial roots considering the perception of 
language as a sacred value of identity. 
 
Conclusion 
This study started off with an exploratory question, aiming to understand the perceptions and 
experiences of Armenian immigrant domestic workers in Istanbul regarding their ethnic, religious and 
national identities. After conducting 15 interviews with the group in question, it was understood that the 
existence of an Armenian community in Istanbul enhances the sense of belonging on immigrants’ part 
while strengthening their ethnic, national and religious identities. Prior to conducting the research, it 
was already known that a local Armenian culture and community was a motive in immigrants’ choice of 
Istanbul as a final destination; however, with the data collected for the purposes of this study which 
targeted an in-depth understanding of national, ethnic and religious sentiments, it is concluded that a 
reformulation of identity has taken place on immigrants’ part with the influence of an active community 
life in Istanbul. Even though Bolsohays and RoA Armenians have different socio-cultural backgrounds, 
ethnicity and religion as a shared value has been an umbrella motive for them. 

 In conclusion, this study contributes to the limited literature on Armenian immigrant 
domestic workers by providing insights and perceptions of immigrants with respect to their identities, 
narratives of homeland, reflections on the host society as well as their everyday life experiences which 
provided information on the dynamics of employer-employee relationships such as the role of ethnic ties 
and sense of kinship. After conducting this research, it is understood that primordial ties that shape 
identity is still relevant in the dynamics and perceptions of the self on Armenian immigrant domestic 
workers’ part. In a way, the outcome of this research challenges views of previous studies that define 
the relationship between local Armenians and Armenian immigrants as “problematic” and 
“complicated” by revealing the significance of mutual ethnic background. Even though relations may 
get problematic and conflictual in certain cases, making a generalization would be inaccurate 
considering that there are many sides to the immigrants’ stories. 
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Abstract 
The article am attempt of the system analysis of the political turbulence of the South 
Caucasus in the broad context of the impact of global political processes and external 
geopolitical players on the ongoing processes. The current situation in the region is 
determined by the violent resolution of the Karabakh conflict, and, as a result, the 
exodus of the entire Armenian population from Nagorno-Karabakh Republic, under the 
threat of ethnic cleansing and genocide. The latter does not only change the ethno-
political picture of the region that had existed for centuries, but also creates the 
foundation for another series of problems and conflicts in the future. Regional conflicts 
with a long history are now placed in the context of the global confrontation between 
Russia and Western countries led by the United States.  
 
Keywords: Political Turbulence, Conflict, War, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Russia, NATO, 
USA, Regional Economy 
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Abstract 
The article hypothesizes that the genesis of Russian Asian and African studies can best 
be understood by placing the arguments in the context of the "Eastern Question". The 
article explains why in Russia graduates of Asian and African bachelor's and master's 
degrees have mainly only two specialties – in history and philology.  The reasons for the 
existence of several Asian and African educational models of master's and bachelor's 
degrees are investigated, the concept of “alternative Asian and African studies” is 
introduced, and examples of its development in modern Russia are given. The author 
raises the question of the need to separate the specialty “Asian and African Studies” into 
an independent scientific direction, to include it in the register of scientific directions of 
the Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation, to create Asian and 
African Studies graduate schools, dissertation councils and to defend dissertations for 
the degrees of candidates and doctors of sciences. The author calls to turn to common 
sense and remove the bureaucratic block from scientific research in the field of Asian 
and African studies. 
 
Keywords: Asian studies, African Studies, Oriental Studies, Orientalism, “The Eastern 
Question”, Russian Foreign Policy, Education in the USSR and the Russian Federation  
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Abstract 
This article is devoted to the issues of strategic partnership between China, Iran and the 
Russian Federation within the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative (OBOR) of 
the EAEU and the CSTO. Since the EAEU is currently the Russian analogue of the 
BRI, the authors propose to combine both initiatives, the Russian and Chinese ones, 
into one significantly larger project within the framework of the strategic alliance of 
the PRC, the Russian Federation and Iran. Such a strategic alliance between the leading 
powers of the Eurasian continent will make it possible to transform the OBOR and the 
EAEU into two directions of one giant transit from East to West, while the currently 
existing successful interregional structures, such as the SCO and BRICS, will become 
integral components of this project. Particular attention is paid to the issues of ensuring 
security in the process of reviving the GSP. A possible solution could be the expansion 
of the CSTO through the co-optation of the PRC, Iran and, in the near future, the 
DPRK into the organization. In this expanded form, the CSTO will not only become a 
guarantor of the successful development of large-scale infrastructure projects in the 
context of the OBOR-EAEU, but also a concrete expression of the concept of a 
multipolar world based on the principles of equality and cooperation. The article also 
discusses the necessary conditions for a successful strategic partnership of the three 
Eurasian states in ensuring their vital interests and security.   
 
Keywords: China, Iran, Russia, CSTO, SCO, EAEU, BRI, SSRP 
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Abstract 
The Talyshi issue in Azerbaijan Republic has been actualized since the collapse of the 
USSR. Consequently, the Talysh people attempted to establish their own autonomous 
state in the southeastern region of Azerbaijan, where they predominantly dwell. The 
Talysh-Mughan Republic was created in 1993 with the aim of protecting the Talyshi 
population from further Turkicization and assimilation. After the fall of the 
autonomous Talysh-Mughan republic, the Talysh question was once again brought to 
the forefront in the early 2000s. The Talyshi National Movement was created with the 
goal of achieving independence creating a Talysh state. With the murder of Fakhraddin 
Aboszoda, the most prominent Talyshi politician, the Talyshi National Movement lost 
its charismatic leader, what could not help but had a negative impact on the 
Movement’s activities. 
 
Keywords: Talysh Issue, Fakhraddin Aboszoda, Talysh National Movement, TMAR, 
Azerbaijan, Armenia, Talyshistan 
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Abstract 
The autumn attack by militants of the Palestinian movements Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
on Israeli territories, very successful at first, intensified previously permanently 
circulating rumors about assistance to the Palestinian resistance from the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. And if earlier the mentioned rumors concerned mainly the supply of 
weapons to the Palestinians and the technological capacities and components necessary 
for their production, then recently we have been talking about the assistance of officers 
of the Iranian Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps in the operational planning of the 
operation of Palestinian groups. Leaving unconfirmed versions and hypotheses aside, it 
should be noted that Iran is currently the most involved state in the world in the cause of 
Palestinian resistance to Israel, and its role in the struggle of Palestinian groups of 
various kinds is enormous - both historically and at the present stage. 
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